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Whether we may lawfully hear | 


the now Conforming Mini- 
ters, who are re-ordained, 
i þ and have renounced the Co- 
| venant, and ſome of them 
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- their Lives? 
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Whether we may Lawfully hear the 
now Gonforming Miniſters, who are 
Re-ordarined, and have Renounced 
the Covenant, and ſome of them ſup- 
poſed to be Scandalous in their lives? 
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Anſwer. | 
Ng the reſolution of this Caſe, there 


PHORBOL”. a. 19-7, 


is a threefold Confideration perti- 

nent, . 

Confideration 1. 

About the Duty it ſelf, Hearing the Word. 
There are four ways by which at this 
day the great God conveyeth the Knowledg 
of himſelf and his Mind unto finful Man : 
1. His works of Creation and Providence ; 
Pſal. 19.2. 2. The ſuggeſ} of Conſcience, 
even the-remainder of God's Image in us. 
A 3 2. The 


[2] 
3- The word or Law of God Written, Ex* 
pounded or applyed in ordinary Preaching. 
4. The Church, which is the Ground and 
Pillar of Truth, the Knowledg of God and 
hisMind is more eſpecially there held forth, 
by the gifts given, and Offices therein, ap- 
pointed by Chriſt. Theſe are diſtin& 
ways and methods of God, by which he is 
pleaſed to make known himſelf : and we 
are obliged even by the Law of Nature to 
attend when God'doth ſpeak; it is therefore 
an undouhted moral Duty, to attend: the 
ſpeaking of God in whatſoever way by 
Providence brought unto us. 

' The Scripture with the Interpretation 
and Application thereof, commonly termed 
Propheſying or Preaching, is one of the fore- 


a” 


x: 4-2 us 


—— J—_— 


COMPETE Ms OT ra dg 467 


RAI ET 1 es COREACIR JG 


335 wa tin 


mentioned means by which God makes | 


known himſelf to us, this is a Nations! gift 


according as God in; his Providence ſhall 


diſpoſe : Pſal. 147. 19,20. 

Such National or Publick Preachers may 
be aid to have their Call from Chriſt, he 
| havinga hand in ordering the motious of 
Providence for the good of his Church : 
Fobn 5. 17. And patticularly in this provi- 
dential ſending of Minifters, Mat. 9. 38. 
and this 15 the calling and ſending mentio- 
ned, Rome 10» 15. The Lord in theſe ad- 
miniſtrations, by Preachers thus ſent,accor- 


ding | 
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ding to the good Pleaſure of bis Will finds ous 
a People before tbey ſeek, bim. This is a dif- 
penſation of God toMen as his Creatures. 

For Application to tbe Caſe. - . 

The Word of God interpreted and ap- 
ply'd by preaching in this providential way, 
15a choice Mercy and Gift, wherewith God 
hath blefſed this Nation for many years, to 
the Converfion and Edification of many 
thouſands. The Governors thereof have 
ſucceſſively according to their Light made 
divers good Laws and Statutes for Im- 
proving this Mercy for the beſt advantage 
of the Nation, as appears in that, 

I. There are Schools and Univerſities 
maintained for the bringing up of Perſons 
inLearning; alſo there is a conſtant ſetled 
maintenance for incouraging of ſuch as ſhall 
be ſent out to the ſeveral parts of the Nati- 
on 1n this great work. 

2, There is a ſum of Docrinal Fruths, . 
which in the enlargement and application, 
are ſufficient both for Converfion and Edi- 
fication,to which thePreachers are to aſſent; 
and there is proviſion made by our Laws 
that ſuch perſons only who are ſound in the 
Faith be imployed therein. 

3- The Inhabitants of this Nation, are 
required to be preſent, and to give atten- 

A 4 dance 
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the Fear of the Lords 


Theſc-things being ſo;althoughiſome of 
us do enjoy-the Inftruftion 'of our Paſtors 
being in a Charch xelation, yetiit is a duty 
that weiand our Families frequent alfo, (as 
we have -Eiberty and' Opportunity, :the 
more Publick, and National: Miniftry) for 
theſe Reaſons. of 

Reaſon 1. F 


Where the Lord hath appointed various 
ways and methods, in which he will draw 
.near to us,4and manifeſt himſelf, we ought 
to makeuſtofall in their place and ſcaſon. 
This is a ſeveral and diftinct way. or. ap- 
pointment of God, not only in- reſpe& wf 
Gods works and our Conſciences ; but alſo'in 
reſpeCt of tie teachings of Church Officers,as 
appears in theſe particulars. 

7. The one is Cxlins Naturalis,from the 
firſt Commandment, directed by the 
Light of Nature; and theoother is Cultas 1n- 
ftitntus,and a duty ofthe ſecond Command- 
ment, and our direction herein is onely 
from Goſpel Light. 

2. In refpe& of the Perſons that are the 
primary Objeft of each. Propheſying,that is, 
Church Preaching, ſerveth not for them that 


belicye not, but for them which believe 5 
It 


dance'to InfliuQion;: that they. may: Lears | 
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It is-principally. for building:for a Church 


State ſuppoſeth.them Believers;though ſuch 
preaching hath occaſionally its: cflicacy in 


' converting weak, . and- more directly in re= 


lation tothe Children of Membess. This 
National or-Providencial preaching, is prin- 


_ cipally ior Converſion, and hath for its 


primary. and- main obje@, perſons in their 
natural conditions fuch. a Preacher was 
Noah; 2 Pet. 2. 5- 1: Pet 4+ 6. Mat 16. 3. 
Preaching is before believing, . and believing; 
before any Church Ordinance: There were 
Preachers in all Nations, and in every City, 
before there were Churches in every City. 

3. The one is from Gifts only as neceff3. 
rily requiſite, but Cl hurch Inftrafiou tfuppo- 
{th the perſon to. baggpt only of ſome emi 
nency in Gifts, but Wace al{o,and ct apart 
to office according to; Chrilis appointment. 

And now having ſccn the difference of 
theſe two methods, the Conſequence will 
follow 3 they ought to be attended with 
due reverence each of them. 

| Reaſon2. | 

As we are Members of Churches, ſo we 

are Subjedts and Members of this Common- 


Wealth, and are obliged thereby to obſerve 


the lawful command of ous Governors, and 
to be examples therein to other's As mem- 


bers alſo ot this Civil body, we oughe to 


joya 


[6] 

Joyn with itin a thankful acknowledging 
_ this happy Providence of God, by which 
we and our Children after us may be in- 
firuted, which may be a means to have it 
continued, and a negle& thereof would 
give juſt cauſe to fear the contrary. 

| Reaſon 3+ 

If Charch Members,or any one Godly Man 
hath a Warrant to forbear hearing ſuch Mi- 
niſters upon this account of unlawfulneſs, 
then all Godly men ought ar all times ſo to 
do ; andifſo, the Examples of the Godly 
to the generality being very leading in the 


matters & God, this Ordinance thereby 


will be little frequented, and of leſs cfhica- 
cy to thoſe that do cometoit. And by al- 
ſecrting it unlawful Yr ſuch Miniſters, 
we imply, it were Wtter for the Nation 
there were no preaching but in particular 
Churches and if fo, what can we expe&t 
will become of many thouſands in an ordi- 


nary way of Salvation that have no bene-. 


fit at all by our Church-Inftrucions >? We 
are to walk wiſely,yea, mercifully towards 
them that are withour. 
Objeftions Anſwered. 
Object. 1. _ 
Where there 3s uo true Church, there can be 


0 true Miniftry: tbe Church of England 2s #o 


ere Church, Ergo, &c. 


Anſwer. 
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| Anſwer. 

There may be a Lawful and True Mini- 
ſry, or Adminiſtration of the ſaving truths 
of God, though the Nation, or any parcels 
of it as yet be in no ChurchsState. We ſay 
each particular Church materially conſide- 
red, is part of the Church Catholick, The 
matter muſt needs have being before the 


form can be introduced. -No Man becomes ' 


a Member of the Catholick Church but by 
his effectual calling, and rhat is by preach- 


ing the Word. I conclude therefore each 


particular Church to have its producion 
from ſuch an Adminiſtration, ard not this 
yu_ tohave its original or ſtate frem 

e Church. | 

> Objceda. 2. - 

The National Miniſtry is Antichriſtian, de- 
rived from Rome. 
| Anſwer. | 

If Antichriftian, its cither ſo from theic 
Standing, as deriving their Ordination 
thence,(of which in the third Confideration,) 
or from their Dodrine : if any ſuch docrine 
be preached, it's the miſcarriage of particu- 
lar perſons, and contrary to the National 
proviſion. The Articles of Religion, to 
which the Miniſters are to conform their 
Inftructions,are Orthodox, and framed for 
the cafting and keeping out of Popery. 
ObjeR. 


rey” 

ObjeR+ 3. 
| Þ offends our weak Brethren 3t 5 a com- 
plying with the Corruption of he times, its 
an approbation and inconragement to Con- 


formity. 
Anſwer. | 
Theſe, and other ObjeQions of the like 
nature, have their weight and place in pra- 
Eice when the matter is zndifferent, and 


may be done orleft undone without Sin, . 


and: not in relation to any »wral duty. 


Though I know gathering of Churches in a 


Congregational way, preaching, without 
Ordination, Baptizing of Infants and the | 


- like, as well as hearing a conforming-Mi- 
niiter, are a great offence to ſome that are 


truly Godly : yet may I not ſay, If ſuch @ 


Fellowſhip, if ſuch baptizing, and the reſt, 
offend my Brotber, I will do no ſuch thing 
while the World, flandetb left I ſhould offend. 
It were (in fo to reſolve, becaiiſe theſe are 
moral duties, and not left to my liberty, as 
Meats and the reſt, 1 Cor. 8. 13. and A&. 


S. wherein the nature of indifferent things 


is laid down. 


Conſideration II. E 
About refraining a Moral duty for the ' 
evil mixed with it, or in the perſons per- } 
forming it. | | 7 
1. As we ar: wt t9 do evil that good may 
come 


GT e 
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ceove of it, no more ought we to leave 
what y orally good undone for the evil 
that is ſore way mixed with it. Zeal for 
good is to be preferred to that which is a- 
gainſt evil. The greateſt good is better than 
the greatcht evil is bad. Whatever good thing 
we do, tends towards our Union with che 
chiefeft Good, the refraining of evil not fo 
immediately. 

. 2+ Betwixt things indifferexe, and whac = 
i5 worally good,you have this diff:xence. If 


. therebe any mixture of evil with the one; 


it becomes wholly evil, there is nothing of 
good in it to give ſtop or preponderate 3 
but what is morally good wil! remain fo 
Rill, though mixed with evil We may 
allay the worth of it, as baſer Mctals mixed 
with Gold,but yet it is Gold Rill, and may 
be perfectly ſevered. 

3. When I would do good, faith che Apo- 
file, evil is preſent with me. I cannot hear, 
or read, or pray, and the reſt, but with a 
mixture of Sin, yet upon this account I 
may not ceaſe from,or negle&t a known du- 
ty, not though materially conſidered the 
evil accompanying; being greater than che 


_ goody as in meditation, when blaſphe- 


mous thoughts ariſc,&c. To omit a known 
duty is a fin of wilfulneſs, the evil from me 
in it is but infirmity only; The leaſt —_— 


| x0 ] 
fan is greater and: more provoking than 
the greateſi Sin of Infirmity. | 
For application to the caſe. 

x. Governors otherwiſe pious and 2eae 
Jous, yet not ſo knowing in matters of 
Church ordcrs,may poſtibly in the diſcharg- 
ing of their duty,anddoing this good work, 
occaſion a mixture of evil with it 3 Being 
perſwaded that Preachers and Preaching, 


will be accepted with more reverence, 'and | 


become more effectual. if by perſons ordain- 
ed as well as examixed and tryed, for their 
fitneſs; and if accompanied alſo with See 
and Solems Formes of Prayer and other Vni- 
formities , they theretote by their Laws 
eftabliſh and enjoyn theſe things. The 
ons alſo appointed. to this work 
(though not approving all thatis impoſed) 
through infirmity yeild and ſubmit, rather 
than let fo good a Work fall. 
2. The things therefore objected as evils, 
by which ſome are deterred from hearing, 
are the infirmities of other men mixed with 


theduty 3 I ſay infirmities,for ſoin Charity | 
weought tojudg. Now it I may not omit | 


a duty in reſpe& to the evil mixed with it, 


which is my own. much leſs may I thus | 


leavean Ordinance for the evil that is ano- 
ther mans, no way mine, or to be charged 


upon mee This were to. make another 


mans 
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mans fins or infirmitics more mine than 
my own. 

Objeftions Anſwered. 

- Object. r. 

Ie cannot judg ſuch impoſition, and ſub- 
mitting to them,infirmities, eſpecially after ſo 
mach Light and Reformation. | 

| Anſw. 1. 

If the known Integrity and Pietyof ſome 
of them who have Conformed is ſuch, that 
there is ground to hope what they, have 
. done herein is through want of Light,mi(- 
apprehenſion or the like Infirmity, we may 
then conclude that the groſsne(s, wilfulneſs, 
or Whatſoever may make thoſe afions 
more than an Iifirmity in any other Confor- 
wit, muſt ariſe only from the internal 
frame or badneſs of the mind and intentj- 
ons, for externally they are the ſame. If 
Co, then it is nothing at all tous; tothem - 
it is, Prov. 21.27. for in reſpec of the law- 
| fulneſs of our joyning with the adminifira- 
tion, or unlawfulneſs, whether it be done 
wel a better or worſe mind, is not obſer- 
] e by us; outward and viſible fins only 
| pollateothers that be inrclation. If Envy, 
: Pride, Hypocrific, or the like evils of che 
; minddid ſo, weſhould be conſtantly guil- 
| ty of other mens Sins, and without 
remedy; 


Anſw. 
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Anſw.. Zo . 
Whatever Sins are in the perſon asto 


kanſelf, they are to me but :as Sins of In. | 


firmity, that is, ſuchevils adhering to the 
 werſhipasIhaveno power to prevent;T.may 
and ought to mourn for ſuch mixtures, as 
for my own intirmities, but avoid them I 
cannot without I avoid the duty. 
Objee. 2 
There is mnch Error 63 630) with RY hop 
in, they Preach, as Popery, Arminianiſm, 
" There are alſo invefive reflefions, ” 
calings againſt the People of God. | 
Anſw. 1. 

What is morally good will bear the mix- 
ture of a great deal of evil, and yet retain its 
goodneſs ſtill ; the goodnels being from 
God, who is a greater good than en, or 
Sin,is an evil. | 

Auſw. 2. 
We cannot expect from men of es 


gifts that Truth be preached without the | 


mixture of Errors more or leſs : We 


bat in part,therefore are to prove all thingr,and | 


bold oo tbat which is good, Heb. 5..14- A 


Saint, as other Creatures, though weak | 


and newly born,hath a taft of what is-F 908 
ſuitable, and what lincere. | 
Anſw. .3. 


As for thoſe intemperate END Ba and 
refle- 
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refleRions on the People of God, I confe['s 
it js 44d,; but were there. not ſuch--again(t 


Paul and his Party-?: Phil» 1. 15. yet not- 


withftanding they ate to be. heard-even by 
the ame perſons they Ravine HT for 
the Pruafhs fake. + 16% 

; |, Object. 3 

bet | Toe of moſt of 4  Conformitis are 

vile and abominable, full of Pride, Covetouſ- 

neſs, . Luxury,  Drunkenneſs : how can we 

expett a'Bleſſing on their 'Lahours, though they 
preach Tracb and goed Things + ? | 
Au W,. IL. 

The mixturesin Gm are: nearcli,the 
irregularities of their calling the next 3/ the 
Sins, of -their Converſations fartheki from 
their Dodtrine, and&-therefore have- leſs 
tlicacy at ſuch a diftance to prejudice it. 
| 2 Anſy.:i2d-. ; 
| Its God's Word, and got their own,they 
Preach. Txuth is bleſſed from the Lord for 


Its own ſake, and -his whoſe it is. When 


Chriſt bleſſed his Diſciples: with the-pro- 
miſe of his preſence, Mat: 28; 20: Lo T ans 


_ with you always, even" to-the end of the 
 Warld,,it is to be applyed-« rather to-:their 


Dodrine then. Perſons, for they were ſome- 
times left to. humane; Infirmities- intheir 
lives, and they lived nor. #0: the exd ofitbe 
Wild It it be not Truth, though an Angel 
B from 


> 
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from Heaven bring: it; | no bleſſing ' will 


come; :with' it';': but-if it be Chrift that is 
preached, whoever is'the infirument, there 


is tmatrer 'of hope and *xejoycitig,” Phil.” r. 


x5, '&c, Some preached Chriſt who''were | 
not fincere, though at the ſame timie\6thers - 


who were blamelefs preached the ſame 
Fruths:: What then ? faith Paxl, verſ[.-18, 
Notwiehſt andin _— wayChrift is preached, 


and therein as yee, and will rejoyce. 


Thoſe Perer maidavetey fed the Flock;the 
Flock then heard them;and were infiructed 
by them: yet weare told thoſe Miniſters 
were Covetous, Ambitious, took up' their 


Miniſtry for filty 'Lucres ſake 3 'And 'were 


Lords over Gods Heritage. More cannot be 
objected againfi our Miniſters that Conform, 


than mighe againſt the Seribes and Phariſees | 
in Chriſts time;  either- im reſpec of their | 


Dodrane, which :was [loaden with Tradisi- 
ons; their Standing;which was not accord- 
ingto Lev; their tves;which were Vitious: 
yet Chyift not only permits, but requires us 
to-atrend the Traths.they delivet. ny 
> 2.» Confideration Ill. 
About partaking with another mans fi ns. 
--This ariſeth Ink ſome ſpecial relation,as 
a moral #0uch; which is either in reſpect to 
the: perſon tranſpreſſinggor the-Sin it ſelf. 
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t. Trarfient, or Occafional. Fora tnafi be< 
comes guilty with him'that finneth, by' , 
landing,” - ga roving, of incoaraging hith 

eo oh. 2. r0Fyf Rom: 30" ablth 
ſome cafes by filence, being preſent” when 
ſome grofs Sin is openly committed. * 

2, Our Relation may be ſer'and fared, 
either Civil, as between Parents and Chit 
dren, Maſters and Servants, &c. © This 
will not be mach to our purpoſe; or $a- 
cred, vis. that Setled Relation that -ariſeth 
from Goſpel-Communion, as in particular 
Churches between  Officets and Members, 
and one. Member with another. By vertne 
of this Rejatzon, Sms arc'tranfinicted from 
one to another with 'the greateſt celeri 
and efficacy 3 4 Iirgle Leaven leavencth "th 


relates fo ruch to the Perfon legally ton- 
Ricgted 5 Jidg, chdeTf ["{librait thy Cale 
| 6 


. x6 | , 
to:him that. is not * and ſuffes, I G nN a= 
gainſt my,,OWN Liberty: : ln each of theſe . 
what I do is good,., but partakes ſamewhat | 
with the evil of another. | In que Spiritual 
affairs,that i isa fall inſtance, 1 Cor, 10. 13. 
They that eat of the Sacrifice partake of the 
Aheari that is, from the Relation.,and , Cons . 
muexion betwixt the Altar and. the Gift. Mat. 
23+ 19. The Altar ſandtifieth the Gift. It is 
eisher not a Sacrifice, or not a Lawful Sa- 
Eh but by reaſon of the Altar. 


F For pls ication to the _ i 


mity, no. Occafiogal or. Wo ran- 
fm Ds ny d NA of Is 


tion is raiſe 
dto. im 0 Soi ers by me, Cr it be 
ed ongwar dy y. my words or geliures | 
I have nog in this caſe any occaſion 

Ng his evil being done elſewhere, and 
{ru ang PY: In,qur preſence that x now 


tb&ar jun. 
ol t i F Po any, Ser or Standing Re- 


Wy and me, though, he 
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"rw him conſtantly : .Fhis 
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nitinil *Eonverſe, ' add differs not! from 
teaching or learning any'other faciley,” 
- though the Subject matter I hear be divine. 
It's true, bythe addition of a-ſpectal inflitu- 
tion» it becomes a Church-Ordinance: fo 
giving of Alms, vifiting of the Sick, and 
the like, which arc ations of Comm Hu- | 
matiitY,” when brought" under a ſpecial In+'). 
Ritution dothereby betorme#s muchChurob" 
Ordinances as Preaching:''2 Cor.6.14. What 
fellowſhip bath. Light with Darkneſs * 'or a 
Believer with a Infidel ?''that is, in Refpett 
to Church-Communton' andFfellowſhip, there 
1s'none:" yet a 'Belzeverand' af Tafideb may: 
Preach and FHear,mayTeach and beTaught,} 
AQ. 19." Cop, 14: Romi/62g, notes 

'  3- /Foranyſpecial TorGure derived from: 
his' evik to'*the* Diity -we' perform© wich 
him 3 ifttuſt be either fromthe Sins-0Fh& 
Perſojj;or his Ordination; The former hath: 
been ſpoken to. "As for the evitof his Orts-: 
nation, it relates not” to his Preaching, *by 
any ſuch near alliance; abchatthe one may 
not be'done-withorit the- other. It is the 
dity of all Chriſtians ( faith Ames )' 10 do 
their utmoſt t0 advance the 'Kinydom of God, 
and therefore" to teach other 3. the Knowledy of 
God. *Why-may nota taar- Preach and In- 
firuc others if he be able; by"word of month; 
as well as by Writing and* Printing Theo- 
| B 3 logical 


[18] 
Togical Diſcourſes? This latter was : never 
"pond by any ſober man. : 


Ohlins Auſt wered. 


| - Object: "0 =IY 
"» preſence a ſuch mens Fo og The. 
filens and give;no, Teſtimony agaift then? will. 

_ encouragement. to their Way... 1. 

. > Hnſw-.1, 

C7; I had no other Juſt and apparent, reaſon 
for wy being preſent, itmightbe. ſo inter= 
pretedz but my preſence relates,and, oug: 
ſo19. hejudged,unto the Word Preached.. It 
I be pxcfent in ſome conlecreatec place as 
dorned with Images,to-heax a Sexmon, my 
preſence ought not. ,.to be interpreted a 
Conmtenancing thoſe Superſtitions,. but, the 
Preacbing of Gods. Word, When the,Preach- 
ing.of Chriſt, and a malicions Spirit, was in 
one.man, Pauls rejoycing, at the, One,, was 
NN CONRIeOgrng of the other... 2 OM 

 Anſw, 2. | 

We do nat ſo.caf) ly Jerive guile or pol- | 
lation by being prefent or inthe Company 
of Singers, though we do not teſtify. agaiali 
them, | when they are not in Spiritual: Com- 
munion with 1s... 4 little Leaven Jeavencth 
the whole Lump, but.no more. The Con- 


rogi-y goth nofurther than the: Relation. 
' The 


Ls | | 
The Apofile,« x Cor--g. 9. layetly down 
clearly this difference from that verſe. tothe 
end.; He. ſpeaks of. judging, that' is cenſa=. 
ring of others, that we may prevent parta- 
king, with them in.the guilt. By judging, 
we:are to underſtand not only the Cenfure 
it ſelf, but the zelling: our Brother,” the re- 
proving,..convincing,.and ether private du- 
cies in relation thereunto,and avording their 
Company afterwards.;. and it is applyed 
with, diftintion -of,perſons in refſpet of 
their relation to us ;; There are Foricators 
of this Horld, ver x0. , and:ſuch are without, 
ver. 12. Now.there /is not that obligation 
lying upon us to reprovye their Sins, as if 4 
Brother be a Fornicator, ver. 11. In ſome 
caſes we may be jilent,; atid leave the for- 
mer tothe Frudgment of God, -ver, 13..\But 
in nocalc if he be a Brother... - 

its  - OAſWar3s gh ny” 

To Reprove or give Teſtimony againſk an 
evi), is a tender duty, and we roey eaſily 
miſcarry if the rules thereof be not ſtrictly 
obſerved, 1. Efpecially;:'if publick'iivthe 
Face of. a Congregation come':together 
peaceably to worſhip, God. © 2: And the 
Perſon anElder.at leaft {0 reputed generally 
by the Congregation.;3+. The Sin alfomutt 
be a groſs Sin, and apparent fo tq; the: Aſ- 
_ ſembly. But if. it be doubttul; as:in our 

B 4 Caſe, 
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Caſe; whether. it-be a Sin, or ſuch'a Sin? 
whether committed upon the place, or for- 
merly we know not 'where, nor how long 
fince? if poflible he hath repented'of it; or is 
able to Nev himſclfat leaſt' from the grof- 
neſs of it? I fay,in ſuch a caſe, were he'aBro- 
ther, and in this Relation,-T have no Callto 


reprove,or givea publick teſtimony;in | ſuch | 


time Or _ clpecially. 
' " Anſw.'4- 

This Objection renders not my coming 
to hear an evil, but my not reproving.,' I 
am the encher bound: to come, for I have 
hereby not only an opportunity to receive; 
but: to do / good, if fuch reproving be 2 


duty." 
'Objec. 2. 
 Ordination and Canfdratiry, and Coninion- 


Prayers, and Ceremonies, are contnexed with | 


Preaching. as one intire Service , by partaking 
therefore of the one,we central? the pollution 4 
00 other. 

Anſw. 1. 

What God himſelf in'a moral way joyn- 
eth together, no man may (eparate, only 
God himſelf : But 'what God in Nature 
hath joyntd together, he gives us leave to) 
ſeparate, as Chaff from Wheat, &&c. And 
ſo likewiſe for what man joyneth together; 
CAO Y in ns Service of God, and ſuch 


4 


C. — 
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21 
enatters biat't God, hath. "not "required; 
A SerLiturgy, or Stinted Form of Prayer! for 
Matter and Words to be uſed (muchle(s to 

beinſeparably yo oyned 'with Preaching). is 
not required” y the Lotd, nor indeed is 
there any ſuch Feary depenance by our 
Laws. 05 $ Pnokeet 

LEY Dy | ſig - 

*' Ordinat gal Is i5,nof_ ſo nee ily, connexed 
with _ WP cither b by God Or Man : 
Scripturc-lip mentions "Perathing and 
Hearing as CTY Rom. 10. 'whereas yet 
there could be rio 'Ocdination; Nor: are they 
ſo inſeparably. joyned by « our Laws: Buc'if 
they were, it is {ufficient.to my, Conſcience 
that God hath 1 not ſo joyned, them. Our 
aQings, and the” reafons ' 6r " grounds. of 
them, are not to be interpreted in Church- 
Mafters by Humane Laws ; If they were,it 
would be difficult to inhabit in ſome Com- 
mou-wealths with a. good' Conſcience. 
Our living within the precindts of ſuch aPa= 
riſþ, our Laws interpret ' a being of. the 
ſame particxlar (*hurch with them for all 
Chburch-Ordinaiices : but this being mans 
Law only,we jud; g'our ſelves not ſo neceſſa- 
rily involved by « our habitation. A Church 
according to'Scripture isa Spiritnal body : 
The Limits are part of the efſence and con- 
fiitution of ſuch a body,and therefore ought 
PF is to 
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to be Spiritual and ofthe ſame nature, and: 


- 


hot meerly, bumane; as is the diviſion, of 


Anſw. 3 


mo ſpeak more properly, we cannot lay 


neernel(s by an external diſpoficion of things 
connexeth them any more, than Unity 
makes kindred, or of one Blood. No, it 
muſt be where ory is ſuch adependency of 
chings,thatthebeing,at leaſtwile the order! 
being of the one'is not without the other. In 
this Senfe Baptizing, breaking of Bread, and 
other Ordinances that relate to, and necel; 
Grily depend on an Office, 'and. connexed 
with it 3 and ſo our being called thereunto, 
and inveſted therein; and if the perſon with 
whom I partake; be. either not in ſuch an 
Office, or in any apparent diſorderly way, 
I partake with his Sin ſo near are theſe 
Daties related in their orderly- Adminiſtra- 
tion. But Preaching ina Providential way, 
as by perſons gifted, and out of their Cha- 
rity adminiſiring to us, or by Provifion of 
the Magiſtrate,is altogether of another na; 
ture. And-.though Ordinatzon and Preach« 


ing be joyned together in the vulgar eſteem; 


yer it's not the. voice or ſantion of Man 


can bring things into a nearer Relation, 
chan the Spirit hath ſet them. 4 


Objed. 


| 
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1. 1:11.14, ObjeR- 3+. 
| hy ng. we not as well & to 4 Ommone 
Prayer ?. . 7 a 

*  Anſw. pg 


RET were no other things to be obje- 


| d&ed agaiolt thole Prayers, but Ordination, 


Conformity, or other Sins of the Miniſters, 
queſtioule w; may: for we queſtion not 
to joyn, with them in Prayer before or after 
Sermon, more than with his Preaching,” 
Object. 4. 
Wherever re is any better Preaching then 
Ordinar eſpecially i in the City\gt is ſo throu- 
$4, as bye tha 21s Prayers « are ended there } zs 


We PArPGs.. Anſs 
ſs nlw. 


It i is one thing to. abſtain upon fach an 
accotnt, which is prudential only, as upon 
the account of bodily infirmity : another 
thing © 3 {tain upon the opiniorr of unkaw- 
fulneſs. ct the thing contended for, is 
to vindicate the Lewfulneſs of hearing ſuch 
Miniſters, notwithſtanding what hath been . 
objected t to the contrary, and to deliver ns 
from an error of very ill conſequence: for 
this Opinion, that it #4 unlawful to bear ſuch 
Miniſters gs, have been: ſpoken of, 1s an er- 
ror, of very. 3ll conſequence, in oy re- 
ſpeQs. ,. 


x, It 


[24] 

7. Itputs us upon ſuch ſingularity,as by 
which we divide in our practice; tiot only 
from our Brethren of the Presbyterian' per- 
ſwaſion, bur likewiſe from divers of ghe 


ſobereſi Separatiſis. Where a:good Conſci- | 


ence neceſſitates us in many things to differ 
from other Godly Brethren on each hand, 
it is a ſad Providence to. ' have theſe 
differences increaſed by. an erronioue Con- 
ſcience. 


" 2. Except it be the reading v fSefiprurer, 
this Ordinance alone, of all ot ct publick 
Ordinances amongſt us, hath by * the'good 
hand of God been kept and continued by 
our :National Eftabliſhment free in it ſelf 
from all diſputable Mixtures and 'Impofi- 
tions z And. the. benefit and'fruic of chis 
Publick Miniſtry, hath accordingt _ 
vil bly great, as in any part of the 'World. 
Let us fear therefore leſt we* our ſelves 
now by railing | groundleſs {criples, "lay 
this as low, | as others by their 'unwar* 


rautable additions have done the other pub- 


lick Ordinances. , 


3- In moſt of the miÞorſWikions of 
theſe l.ter times, by which mens Minds 
have been corrupted, I find in whatſoever 
otherwiſe they differ one from another, 

yet 
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Fet.in this they agree. that its: wnlawfwl- 10 


car in publicks, Which Tjam per(waded is 


One conſiayt deſign of Satan in the variery 
of ways in Religion he hath ſect on Foot 


by Jeſuites amongſt us. Let us: there- 
fore be the more aware of whatſaever 
tends that way. 


4-Such reaſonings againſt hearing,though 
they convince not the unlawfulneſs of it, 


yet they leave ſuch prejudices in the minds 


of them which are tender, as perplex and 
render Hearing leſs profitable and edifying, 
even to thoſe that are perſwaded of its 
Lawfwlneſs. To bring the lawfulneſs of 
known Ordinances under diſpute for ſome 
circumſtances affixed, hath ever been of 
great advantage to Satan, whether in ſuch 
diſputes he prevails.or not ;. For men are 
either beaten-wholly-off from-the duty, or 
perform it with a more remiſs and unſuta- 
ble Spirit, which lyeth more directly in che 
way to prevent a bleſling, than the evils 
of others we ordinarily Objet. Thoſe 
diſputes about the merality.of the Sabbath, 
as they have prevailed with many to a 
total neglet, fo with more to a remiſs 
obſervance,though convinced of it as a moral 
Duty. If for Sxbſtance the Duty be (o 

| evident 


m_— 
:evident, as not to be liable to & diſpute iti 

ic (elf ( as this of Hearing is) :''then Satan 
fafiens Scruples about Circamftancers which | 


prevailing, ' we have as little benefit | 
from the Ordinance or Duty, as if it were 


Note. i, 
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